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Please amend the claims as follows (this listing replaces all prior listings): 



1. (currently amended) A system comprising: 

a first network agent; 

a second network agen t connoctod to th e first ag e nt to rec e iv e and transmit ovonts and 

a processing agent to receive data, p rocess a protocol in connection with the data, and 
transmit the data to the second network agen t, the proc e ssing ag e nt b e ing conn e ct e d to tho first 
agent, in which the processing agent being configur e d to s e nd also sends one or more events to 
the first network agent upon a change in the data being transmitted. 

2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the first network agent is configur e d 
to monitor the data being transmitted to and received from the processing agent. 

3. (original) The system of claim 1 further comprising an event system coupled to the 
processing agent to store the events in the event system. 

4. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the first network a gent includes an 
algorithm for flow control for the connections. 

5. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing agent comprises a Secure 
Sockets Layer (SSL) system. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing agent comprises a Server Load 
Balancing (SLB) system. 



7, (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the processing agent comprises an Extended 
Markup Language (XML) system. 
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8. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein the events include at least one of an event type 
identification, a Transmission Control protocol (TCP) pointer, a controller handle, a controller 
length, and a controller prefetch. 

9. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein the data stored in the first network 
agent includes a header and a data portion. 

10. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 claim 3 w herein the event system includes an 
event queue writer for writing the events into an event queue and e v e nt qu e u e r e ader for th e 
proc e sGing agent . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 

transporting data between the first network agent and a second network agent through a 
processing agent, and 

transporting one or more events firom a the processing agent to the first network a gent 
upon a change in the data being transported. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first network a gent monitors 
data being transmitted to and received from the processing agent. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 fiirther comprising performing flow control 
of the data sent firom the first network agent to the second network agent. 



14. (original) The method of claim 13 fiirther comprising storing the events in an event 
system coupled to the processing agent. 
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15. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first network agent uses an 
algorithm for flow control for transporting data from the first network agent through the 
processing agent to the second network agent. 

16. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the processing agent comprises a Secure 
Sockets Layer (SSL) System. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the processing agent comprises a Server Load 
Balancing (SLB) system. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the processing agent comprises an Extended 
Markup Language (XML) system. 

19. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the events include at least one of an event 
type identification, a Transmission Control protocol (TCP) pointer, a controller handle, a 
controller length, and a controller prefetch. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the data stor e d in tho first ag e nt 
includes a header and a data portion. 

2 1 . (cxurently amended) The method of claim 11 claim 14 w herein the event system includes 
an event queue writer to write the events into an event queue and ev e nt queuo reader for the 
proc e ssing agent . 

22. (currently amended) A machine-readable storage medium bearing machine-readable 
program code capable of causing a machine to: 

store data in a first network agent: 
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transmit the data from conn e ct t he first network agent to a second network agen t through 
a processing agen t to roc e iv e and transmit e v e nts ; 

use the processing agent to p rocess a protocol in connection with the dat ab v coimocting a 
proc e ssing ag e nt to th e first ag e nt, ; and 

wherein th e connections transport data b e tw ee n th e first ag e nt and th e s e cond agont and 
th e processing agent transports t ransport one or more events from the processing agent t o the 
first agent upon a change in the data being transmitted. 

23. (original) The system of claim 22 wherein the machine-readable program code fiirther 
includes instructions to monitor the data being transmitted to and received from the processing 
agent. 

24. (currently amended) The system of claim 22 wherein the processing agent i scomprises a 
Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) system. 

25. (currently amended) The system of claim 22 wherein the processing agent i scomprises a 
Server Load Balancing (SLB) system. 

26. (currently amended) The system of claim 22 wherein the processing agent i scomprises 
an Extended Markup Language (XML) system. 

27. (original) The system of claim 22 wherein the events include at least one of an event type 
identification, a Transmission Control protocol (TCP) pointer, a controller handle, a controller 
length, and a controller prefetch. 



28. (currently amended) The system of claim 22 wherein the data stored in the first network 
agent includes a header and a data portion. 
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29. (currently amended) The system of claim 22 wherein the machine-readable program 
code fiirther includes instructions to write the events in t h e e v e nt system includ e s an event queue 
writer and ev e nt queu e r e ad e r for th e processing agent . 

30. (currently amended) A Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) processing system 
comprising: 

a buflF e r to stor e data; 

a first network a gen t coupl e d to th e buff e r to receiv e and transmit ev e nts to receive data 
packets from a server : and 

an e v e nt syGtom coupl e d to th e first agent to stor e th e e v e nts in at l e ast two e vent queu e s; 

a first processing agent to receive data packets, p rocess a protocol in connection with the 
data packets , and transmit the data packets to a second network agent that is connected to a 
client: the first processing agent to transmit one or more events to the first network agent, the one 
or more events including information about a processing of the data packets: t he first proc e ssing 
agent having a first and a s e cond connection with th e first agent, wh e rein the first conn e ction 
transports th e data b e t> ^ ^ ee n the first ag e nt and th e first proc e ssing ag e nt and th e s e cond 
coimection transports th e ev e nts b e tw ee n the first proc e ssing ag e nt and th e first agent; and 

wherein the first network agent controls transmission of data to the first processing agent 
at least in part based on the one or more events sent from the first processing agent, is configur e d 
to monitor the data b e ing transmitt e d to and r e c e ived from th e proc e ssing ag e nt via the first and 
s e cond conn e ctions. 

3 1 . (original) The TCP processing system of claim 30 further comprising a second 
processing agent. 

32. (original) The TCP processing system of claim 30 wherein the processing agent is 
selected from a group comprising a Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) system, a Server Load 
Balancing (SLB) system, and an Extended Markup Language (XML) system. 
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33. (cxirrently amended) The TCP processing system of claim 3^ 32 further comprising a 
wh e r e in th e second processing agent that i s selected a group comprising a Secure Sockets Layer 
(SSL) system, a Server Load Balancing (SLB) system, and an Extended Markup Language 
(XML) system. 

34. (original) The TCP processing system of claim 30 wherein the protocol is selected from 
a group comprising a Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) protocol, a Server Load Balancing (SLB) 
protocol, and an Extended Markup Language (XML) protocol 

35. (currently amended) The TCP processing system of claim 30 wherein the first agent is 
configur e d t o control the a.TCP receive window for performing flow control of the processing 
system. 

36. (new) The system of claim 1 in which the data comprises Transmission Control Protocol 
packets. 

37. (new) A method comprising: 

transmitting packets from a first agent to a second agent, including subjecting the packets 
to a sequence of processing by a series of processing agents that process protocols in connection 
with the packets; 

keeping the first agent aware of a state of processing of the packets by providing one or 
more events from the processing agents to the first agent; and 

controlling transmission of the packets from the first agent based at least in part on the 
events provided by the processing agents. 



